COMPREHENSIVE MANUAL 

ON SANCTIFICATION
In this manual, we will deal with the doctrine of sanctification which is a Bible teaching we hold very dearly in our church. Those who observe our zeal for deliverance have mistakenly branded us as a people who do not emphasize sanctification. 
The doctrine of sanctification is as important to us as the doctrine of deliverance. It is impossible to be a total man without understanding and experiencing both.

One prepares you for heaven; the other enables you to enjoy heaven on earth. Let’s loudly proclaim; “Get deliverance, and with all thy getting, get sanctification.” Both are essential to our total freedom in Christ. 

It needs to be said that as important as both doctrines are, the doctrine of sanctification appears to be more important. One can get to heaven troubled by sicknesses, diseases and demons but it is impossible to get to heaven without a clean heart.
Our study will cover a lot of ground and when we are finished you will have no doubt in your mind that:

       (1) God demands Holiness 
       (2) God makes men Holy 

(1) God keeps men Holy 
…and you will know exactly where your heart is.
WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION?
Let us begin by saying what it is not and what it does not do in us and for us:
(1) It does not bring us into absolute perfection.

We cannot get so holy that we don’t make any mistakes and errors in judgment. In this sense, only God is absolutely perfect. Even the angels are not absolutely perfect like God is. “Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:” Job 4:18.  
(2) It does not bring us to angelic perfection.

They are free from all inherited infirmities; they have superior judgment and discernment – They have a degree of perfection which no grace of God makes possible to mortals in this life.
(3) It does not bring a “sinless perfection” - in the sense that it makes it impossible for one to sin and fall.

Angels fell, though they were once holy.
(4) It does not imply or involve infallibility of knowledge or judgment or memory.

 The heart may be right while the judgment may be wrong.
(5) Sanctification does not secure us from temptation.

The good news however is that the Tempter and Temptations are not reinforced by corruption within – Jesus was tempted, but He said, “Satan cometh and findeth nothing in me”.
(6) Sanctification does not end Christian growth.

…But cleansing the heart of its vileness; makes growth of all graces possible and certain.
(7) It is not regeneration.

(a) Regeneration is the instantaneous impartation of the divine life.
Sanctification is the perfect recovery of the moral image of God which sin has destroyed
(b) Regeneration is God’s work done in us, rectifying the attitude of the will toward God. 
     Sanctification is the work of God purging the whole being.
(c) Regeneration removes the love of sin. 
      Sanctification removes the inclination to sin in the future.
(d) Regeneration brings renewing.


 Sanctification brings cleansing.

(e).In Regeneration, sin does not reign.



In Sanctification it does not exist.
(f) In Regeneration, sin is suspended; 

In Sanctification it is destroyed.
(g) In Regeneration, irregular desires – anger, pride, envy, etc. etc. are subdued.



In Sanctification they removed.
(h) Regeneration is Salvation from the voluntary commission of sin 


Sanctification is salvation from the being of sin.
(i) Regeneration is the old man bound.


Sanctification is the old man cast out and spoiled of his goods.
(j) Regeneration is Sanctification begun. 

Entire Sanctification is the work completed.

Now that we have seen what sanctification is not – let us see what it is.
· It is the finished work of salvation from sin.

· It is known by various titles and phrases in the Bible such as:

·  Perfection.

·  Perfect Love
·  Pure In Heart.

·  Dead to Sin.

·  Crucified with Christ.

·  Mind Of Christ
·  Partakers of the Divine Nature.

·  Free from Sin.

·  Loving God With All The Soul Mind And Strength.

·  Cleansed From All Sin And From All Unrighteousness.

·  Cleansed from all filthiness of the Flesh and Spirit.

·  Perfecting Holiness in the fear of God.
All these phrases have substantially the same signification.
The Greek word for sanctification is Hagiasmos –
It is used ten times in the New Testament. The ending “mos” in the Greek means an Act – 
Sanctification is that act of divine grace whereby we are made holy. 
The act is the removing of impurity existing in the nature of one born again.
It is the work of the Father / Son / Holy Spirit by which our old man is crucified and the moral nature is cleansed of all unrighteousness – unrightness, proneness to sin and sinful propensity.
DEFINITIONS

Sanctification defined.
No one has right to manipulate the meaning of words. Words have an autonomy which must not be infringed. Many people seem to be in a kind of theological wonderland in which they play with words making them mean what they want them to mean. 
The meaning of the word, sanctification, may be found by consulting almost any reliable dictionary. These are the dictionary definitions:-

Webster’s Dictionary:
Sanctify: - “To make sacred or holy, to set apart to a holy or religious use, to consecrate by appropriate rites, to hallow. (2) To make free from sin, to cleanse from moral corruption and pollution, to purity. John 17:17. Esp. (Theo), the act of God’s grace by which the affections of men are purified or alienated from sin and the world, and exalted to supreme love to God”. 
“To set apart”; “to consecrate”; “to make free from sin”; “affections purified”; “exalted to a supreme love to God.”
Surely this is language that can be understood and is all desirable

Century Dictionary:
Sanctify: - “To make holy or clean, either ceremonially or morally and spiritually; to purify or free from sin. In theology, the act of God’s grace by which the affections of men are purified and the soul is cleansed from sin and consecrated to God – conformity of the heart and life to the will of God”.

“The act of God’s grace”, hence it cannot be obtained by works or growth; a divine act; “cleansed from sin.”
Pardon and cleansing are not identical. 

Imperial Dictionary: 
Sanctify: - “To make holy or sacred; to separate, set apart or appoint to a holy, sacred or religious use. (2) To purify in order to prepare for divine service and for partaking of holy things. (3) To purify from sin, to make holy.

“Set apart”; “to purify from sin” which is “to prepare for divine service”.
Should not all Christians desire and experience this preparation for service?
Worcester’s Dictionary:
Sanctify: - (1) To free from the power of sin; to cleanse from corruption; to make holy…sanctification, the act of sanctifying, or purifying from the dominion of sin. (2) The act of consecrating or setting apart to a sacred end or office; consecration: “To free from the power of sin”. 
Who will not desire deliverance from the power and dominion of sin?

Universal Dictionary: 
Sanctify: - (1) To make holy or sacred; to consecrate. (2) To make holy or godly; to purify from sin.

The word “godly” means “like-God.” How a person can claim to love God- who is the essence and embodiment of holiness and then be averse or antagonistic to sanctification which is to make them holy and godly is indeed a mystery?
American Encyclopedic Dictionary:
Sanctify: - “To purify from sin”. Sanctification – “the state of being purified” “Technically an operation of the Spirit of God on those who are already in Jesus.”
Standard Dictionary:
Sanctify: - “To make holy; rendered sacred or morally or spiritually pure; cleansed from sin…..sanctification; specifically in Theology, the gracious work of the Holy Spirit whereby the believer is freed from sin and exalted to holiness of heart and life”.
“Whereby the believer is freed from sin” According to this, sanctification is an experience for believers – not sinners. This makes sanctification a second experience. “The gracious work of the Holy Spirit”  not of works, nor growth, nor death nor purgatory, but a work of God divinely in-wrought by the Holy Spirit. We can never grow into something God must do for us.

American Encyclopedia:  
Sanctify: - “To make holy or sacred; to consecrate or set apart. To purify from sin – sanctification. Technically, an operation of the Spirit of God. (Romans 15:16; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2) on those who are already in Jesus, i.e, are united to Him by faith (1 Corinthians 1:2).
Surely, this is explicit enough. “An operation of the Spirit of God on those who are already in Jesus”. An experience for “those who are already in Jesus”. A second work, a divine work; consequently it must be obtained by faith. Acts 26:18.
Thus we see that there is an agreement, even as Adam Clarke says in his commentary on John 17:17; “the word has two meanings: (1) it signifies to consecrate, to separate from earth and common use to devote or dedicate to God and his service. (2) It signifies to make holy or pure. The prayer of Christ may be understood in both of these senses”.

Methodist Episcopal Catechism:
 “The act of divine grace whereby we are made holy.”
Not an experience to be reached by growth, but by an –act of divine grace.

Westminster Confession of Faith: 
“They, who are effectually called and regenerated having a new heart and a new spirit created in them, are further sanctified, really and personally, through the virtue of Christ’s death and resurrection by His word and His Spirit dwelling in them”.
Here again it is recognized that sanctification is for such as “are effectually called and regenerated” and that it is accomplished “by His word and His Spirit”, and not by death or purgatory.

Let us now consider some definitions by outstanding preachers of holiness.
(1) Sanctification is that renewal of our fallen nature by the Holy Ghost received thru faith in Jesus Christ whose blood of atonement has power to cleanse from all sin; whereby we are not only delivered from guilt of sin, which is justification, but are washed entirely from its pollution, freed from its power and enabled by grace to love God with all our heart and to walk in His holy commandments- blameless.
(2) John Wesley – “It is loving God with all our heart, soul, and strength. This implies that no wrong temper – none contrary. Love remains in the soul; and all the thoughts, words, and actions are governed by pure love.   By one that is perfect, we mean one in whom is the mind that was in Christ who so walketh as Christ also walked, who is cleansed “from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, in whom is no occasion of stumbling” who accordingly “does not commit sin. “One in whom God hath fulfilled his faithful word, “from all your filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse you; I will save you from all your uncleanness.”
(3) Another also said it is, “the application of redemption to the depraved, corrupt nature in which we were born. It relates to our depravity – we never committed the sin that produced it, and cannot repent of being so born nor seek pardon for it. God’s remedy is cleansing – called Entire Sanctification.
(4) The one that is sanctified is cleansed from all actual sin and original depravity – Sin exists in the soul after two modes or forms – Actual and Original – Salvation takes care of one – Sanctification takes care of other.
(5) At Sanctification, the desires are no longer at war with the will – The inward enemies – unholy desires and tempers are purged.
(6) Another said it is, “the removing of impurity existing in the nature of one already born of the Spirit. It is the deliverance from sin as a tendency born with us.”

One thing we gather from all these definitions is that there is a corruption/ depravity in human nature. It is inherited (at birth) to our sorrow, by race connection. 
This is true as shown in:
(1) The universality of sin.

Every chick as soon as hatched, heads into the water. Why?  Because it is an aquatic fowl – The fact that every child, of every family, of whatever age or tribe, begins to sin with the very dawn of its moral faculties is awful evidence that the very faculties themselves are corrupt.
(2) The Bible also teaches the corruption of our nature, Jer. 17:9; Gen. 8:21. By heart is meant the man himself – the soul – that which thinks / feels and chooses. Eph. 2:3; Rom. 8:7,8
(3) Those who practice infant baptism are saying that children are in a state of pollution and need cleansing.

(4) Another argument is drawn from the universality of death which was the penalty of sin – even children are not exempted from that curse – they all have the corrupt nature of man.
(5) The corruption of nature is argued from the universal conviction of the people of God, who are born again. 

They tell of the inherent depravity of heart. These born again ones tell of struggles with foes within, disordered affections that are difficult to control, unholy passions that are difficult to restrain and correct, easily kindled into forbidden anger, readily confirmed into hateful revenge, lust and impurities in thought, word and deed; they cry out  “O wretched man that I am, Who shall deliver me out of the body of death?”
(6) The depravity of man’s heart can also be seen from the whole gospel economy. 
If man is not corrupt in nature, and if sin consist in voluntary acts – It is perfectly possible to avoid all sin so as to need no atonement for sin – no restorer, no mediator, no Jesus.
So we see very clearly – man needs to be sanctified because of his corrupt nature. 

He is sinful by practice hence he needs salvation.

He is also sinful by nature hence he needs sanctification.

DISENTING VOICES
There are many who doctrinally and philosophically disagree with the doctrine of sanctification. There is not a truth of scripture so rejected and condemned like sanctification.
(1) There are those teach in churches / radio / television, that no one can be perfect.

 What they are saying is that no man is able by any grace received in this life to PERFECTLY keep the commandments of God. They believe that we must break them daily; in thought, word and deed. The new convert is started on a wrong course, that he has no power either of himself or from grace to obey God. He must everyday of his life break God’s commandment in thought, word and deed – He must make God a liar. Those who teach this also teach the doctrine of eternal security. They believe that no matter how much a believer sins, he cannot be totally lost. In other words, they are saying that the grace of God is so strong that he cannot totally fall away. In essence what they are saying is that the believer cannot receive grace sufficient to obey God but has enough grace to keep him in faith in a sinning state.
(2) Another group, that disagree with sanctification are those who teach that sin in the heart is necessary for Christian humbleness.
To put in other words – sin is the remedy of sin – you must be sinful in order to be holy – but sin never humbled any soul. Who has more sin than Satan, Yet who is prouder? Has Satan’s sin worked humbleness in him? This is an absurd objection – to say that God leaves corruption in our hearts to provide humility in us. They call it the doctrine of “necessary sinfulness” – it is necessary to have sin so as to be humble – but we say a man cannot be sinful and holy at the same time – it is nonsense to speak of a holiness that coexists with sin.
(3) The third group that war against the doctrine of sanctification is the group that teaches that regeneration is entire sanctification. 
They claim that the life the newly born again lives is entirely approved of God and need no other Christian experience. All Bible believers know that is not true. All that are truly born again know that at salvation the power of sin is broken, the tyrant is dethroned and his reign ceases in the soul; yet sin is not destroyed, it struggles for mastery. The fact that uprisings of anger, lusts, and jealousies find a place in believers points to the fact that a deeper work than salvation is needed.
(4) The last group is the most dangerous of all. They teach that sanctification is not an instantaneous experience; it is one the believer grows into. 

They teach that as you grow in knowledge (experience) you acquire better habits and more stability and gradually you become holy. What these people don’t realize is that sanctification and salvation are both work of grace, done by same God. Why should he have power to do one instantaneously and not the other.
The scriptural idea is to be sanctified, cleansed from sin, that you may grow the Christian graces. Just as you kill the weeds in the garden that the vegetables may grow; 2 Peter 3:18 – same Greek word is used in Luke 2:52 – favor – grace.

Jesus could grow his matchless growth, because he had no sin in his heart; nothing within to check the development of the graces of the Spirit. 
The divine order is first; purity, then; growth to maturity.

 A man who taught holiness by growth one day was asked a question by another who believed it is an instantaneous experience; He asked, “will you tell us candidly whether you are conscious of such growth into holiness in your own experience?”. He replied “I have grown in knowledge.”
“But you are really conscious of actual growth in grace during the years that have gone by.” He replied, “I have grown in knowledge.” “Will you tell us candidly now whether you are conscious of real growth in spirituality during the many years?” His final answer was, “I am not conscious of real growth in holiness during these years.”
There is not one in a million who could honestly give a different answer. Their growth begins nowhere and ends nowhere. Such people are either at a standstill or sliding backwards in their religious experience. This kind of religion is never a conquering religion.
It is therefore obvious that every single one of these four objections is baseless.
WHY WE BELIEVE THAT THE SANCTIFICATION EXPERIENCE IS ATTAINABLE
1. Our first argument is from PROBABILITY.

All God’s dealings with human race prove that he hates sin with infinite hatred and loves his children with infinite love. With infinite remedial agencies at his disposal, what will his redeeming grace be likely to attempt with regard to us? A partial or an entire cure of the malady of sin?
Illustration: Mary Magdalene; willing to receive complete salvation from Jesus, did her blessed Lord cast out four demons leaving three to torment and tempt her to dishonor her master?
Illustration: What would a skillful earthly physician do whose son had been poisoned? Would he use every possible antidote to drive out all the poison immediately or would he leave a portion of the virus in his system to be fought gradually and make him a suffering invalid for life?
What would our sin hating, infinitely compassionate and omnipotent heavenly father do? Of course, he would provide instantaneous and complete salvation for his children.
2. The Bible as a whole is a witness for the possibility of holiness. 

The most careless reader cannot fail to see that it is a book against sin of every kind and degree; 2 Timothy 3:16,17. – The Bible as a book draws the hearts of readers to holiness while it drives readers from sin. Someone once wrote in her Bible; “this book will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from this book.” John 17:17; Eph. 5:26; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Peter 1:22.
3. We may also infer the possibility of complete salvation – entire sanctification, - from the Bible descriptions of the possible experience of believers 

Believers are spoken of in the Bible – 
(a). As having clean heart – washed from all sin Psalm 51:10; Matthew 5:8.
(b). As having such a blameless life that God himself shall see nothing to condemn. Phil. 2:15; 2 Peter 3:14; the same Greek words are used of Christ as in 1 Peter 1:19.
We may by the sanctification power of Jesus live a spotless life as he lived. James 1:27 – the world needs a gospel which gives victory over sin.

Ever seen the erroneous bumper sticker – “I am a sinner saved by grace?” Sanctification enables you to say “I was a sinner saved by grace.”

Another weird sticker reads, “Christians are not perfect just forgiven.” That implies that we can and do sin like sinners. If that be the case, why should we be allowed to go to heaven and they are not. God will be unjust to do that.
(c). The Bible speaks of the possibility of such a consecration that the believer is wholly given up to God.

In Rom. 12:1 – these “brethren” were Christians already.
(d). The Bible teaches that Christians can have an experience in which they can be “dead to sin” having “the old man crucified,” “the body of sin destroyed” and the soul freed from sin. Rom. 6:11-16. 
The Greek word “destroyed” is never used by Paul in the sense of “rendering inactive.”  Paul used it here to mean:

· “annihilate” 

·  “Put an end to,”

·  “bring to nought.”
(e). The Bible holds up to Christians the possibility of being “filled with God”
One cannot be filled with God and sin at the same time. Eph. 3:19; 5:18
4. Sanctification is attainable because of the purpose of the life and death of Christ.

Why did Jesus come?  
· Daniel 9:24;
·  Luke 1:74,75 – deliverance, not at death, nor after, nor gradually – but all the days of our lives. 
· Eph. 5:25-27; 
· Matthew. 1:21; 
· Heb. 13:12; 
· 1 Peter. 2:21,22; 
· 1 John 3:8 What are the works the devil but sin and sinning? Jesus came to rectify all these and make us pure and holy. 
· 1 Peter 2: 24.
From all these scriptures, it is plain that God’s design is to restore fallen man to holiness and consume all hidden evil in his heart.
5. Another unanswerable argument for the possibility of complete salvation can be drawn from the revealed work of the Holy Spirit as sanctifier. 
He “teaches and helps believers to remember divine truth. He reproves, convicts, comforts, sheds abroad the love of God in their hearts, helping our infirmities,” And to those who open their hearts they can be so filled that “out them shall flow rivers of living waters.” 1 Corinthians 6:16,19; Eph. 5:18.

Under the influence of strong drink, there is an outpouring of all that the evil spirit inspires- frivolity, profanity, and riotous conduct. Let God’s Spirit so control and out of you shall pour out psalms/hymns/spiritual songs and the holiness imputed by the Spirit of God.

.
6. Another argument for the attainability of holiness is that God commands His people to be holy. 
· Gen. 17:1 with Gen 15:16

Years after Abraham had believed God and “it was counted for righteousness,” God called him to spiritual perfection – “be thou perfect.” With this injunction came circumcision which was a demonstration of that spiritual circumcision. Circumcision is not done gradually, a little skin taken off at a time over years. Like sanctification, it is an instantaneous act.

· Deut. 6:4-5.

It is impossible for such a life to be lived by depraved men.

· Deut. 30:6.

·  Matthew 22:37-39.

·  Matthew 5:48.

·  Rom. 6:13. The command is to “yield yourself” not just our monies, certain sins, forbidden indulgences. When you yield yourself, you yield everything else. 
· Heb. 12:14.

· Eph. 4:22-24 
· 1 Peter 1:15-16.

·  Eph. 1:4.

·  Col. 1:22. 
In these scriptures we see words like “perfect, holy, holiness,” there is nothing like bitter holiness, sour holiness, envious holiness, lustful holiness. You are either holy or you are not. 
God commands his people to be holy. God is not a tyrant – commanding what we cannot obey, he commands it because it is attainable – When God gives his commands, he also gives us his divine enablement to carry them out. – “not that we are sufficient, but our sufficiency is of God.”
7. Another conclusive argument is drawn from the promises of God. 
He promises holiness to those who want it. 
· Ezek.36:25-27. 
Here we find full and perfect cleansing from all sinful dispositions, tendencies, and habits – gift of heart of flesh to replace heart of stone etc. Note that this promise is the exclusive work of God “I will.” Note also – it is not “I will be sprinkling” not gradual but instantaneous. Malachi 4:2 – First the healing or sanctification – as sudden, instantaneous as the sun rise of the morning. Then growth.
· Matthew 5:6.

Righteousness here means being right. Personal holiness is the object of hunger and thirst. What is the measure of the promise? – “A tainted morsel?”  “Now and  then, a scanty taste,” “just enough to prevent starvation?” – No- “They shall be filled”.
Those who say that this promise is fulfilled only in haven better watch out – I am hungry and thirsty now for bread and water – sin within grieves me now, l need to be filled now!
· 1 Thess. 4:3

· 1Thess 5:23, 24.

·  Phil 4:19. 
Your need – your great need is to be kept from grieving God / Jesus / Holy Spirit – To be kept from thinking or doing whatever is not in accordance with His holy will.

· 2 Cor 7:1 

Paul leaves no room for sin continuing until death.

Sins of the flesh are all sins which find expression through the body. 
Sins of Spirit are sins such as pride, unbelief, hatred, jealousy etc.
· 2 Peter 1:4.
Here we find the two things that human beings universally need: 
Firstly: “escape” from the universal corruption of human nature that is in the world. 
Secondly: “become partakers of divine nature.”
It is worthy of note that all these promises are in the present tense. They are available “on demand.”  God is not a man that he should lie. Has he said shall he not do it? Has he spoken, shall he not bring it to pass?
8. The prayers in the Bible prove that holiness is attainable. 
Prayer is simply the voice of a child asking of a father what the father has encouraged him to ask. What Jesus and the apostles prayed for then are prove of what God is willing to do for us and what is possible for man to receive. 
· Matthew 6:13 – There is no evil but sin and sin’s consequence. When we are delivered from that we shall be sanctified. 
· John 17:17.

· John 17:15 and John 17:23. 
· 2 Corinthian 13:9.

Paul had enough sense not to waste his time praying for what was impracticable in this life. 
· Ephesians 3:15-21. 
· 1 Thessalonians 5:23
Not after death or at death not by a lifelong process or by the growth method – The word sanctified here denotes singleness of action. 
· 1 Thessalonians 3:13.

·  Hebrews 13:19-21.

·  Colossians 4:12. 
These payers prove without doubt that we can be holy. Either they are stupid blunders, praying and teaching us to pray for impossibility or they teach the attainability of entire holiness here and now. 
How will a prayer like this sound? “Oh Lord help me to do thy will perfectly and be holy unto thee 10 years from now, but not now.” Such a prayer will be a mockery of God. 
9. Another reason we believe in holiness and its possibilities is because of what Christ is able to do for us.
· Matthew 28:18.

·  Hebrews 2:18.

The Greek words succor is composed of the verb “to run” and the noun “a cry”. It means “to run to the aid of those who cry for help”. But an insufficient help will be no help. Years ago, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait cried to America for help when Saddam Hussein invaded them. America provided sufficient fire power as they rushed to their aid and put an end to the invasion. Will God do any less for those who are overtaken by the Adamic nature

· Jude 24.

· Romans 4:21.

·  2 Timothy 1:12.

We all know what it is to try to keep ourselves. We have covenanted /pledged/resolved to live for God and keep His commandments – We have watched against besetting sins, but in spite of our vigils, the old man of sin has risen up to cast us down time and time again. We have fallen down and repented – wept and prayed and rededicated ourselves many times only to fail again.. Many lives are filled endless repetition of these unhappy experiences and fruitless attempts of self keeping.
· Heb. 7:25
Greek word for “the uttermost” signifies – completely, and perfectly. 
· 2 Corinthian 9:8.

Here is “sufficiency” – “all sufficiency” – “always ‘sufficiency’” in everything – all grace abound – abound unto every good work. 
· Eph. 3:20. 

He is able to do all that we ask…including sanctification – able to do super abundantly above the greatest abundance.
10. Still another argument for sanctification can be made from various assurances and exhortations in the Bible – they all confirm the doctrine of instantaneous deliverance from sin. 
· Heb.12:10

The recovery of the lost moral image of God is a glorious possibility for every believer. That is the end and aim of all chastening.
If we are proud – He manages to mortify our pride.
If we are self seeking in matters of reputation – He gives us shame for glory.
If we have inordinate love for riches – He can consume that overnight.
If domestic blessings ensnare us and lead us to forget fullness of the heavenly home – He takes away the idol of our heart.
· Col. 2:9-11.

· Col. 3:14, 15

·  Heb. 6:1 

Press on – unto – or the mark or object aimed at. It combines the notion of an impulse from without, with that of eager and onward pressing haste.

Perfection is here represented not as something realized by lapse of time or by unconscious growth, or at death – we are exhorted to press on against wind and tide.

· Eph. 5:25,26.

Here is sanctification provided for those who have already had the first work of grace done in them.
11. Paul’s instructions to the churches prove that sanctification is possible.
· Church at Rome – Rom. 1:17 with verse 11, Rom. 6:1,14.

· Church at Ephesus – Eph. 1:1, 4, 18-18 then 4:12, 22, 24.

.
· Church at Colosse – Colossians 1:2
He called them faithful brethren; but he could not get thru the first chapter without touching on the subject of holiness – verse 22, see also 2:9-11; 3:14; 4:12.
· Church at Thessalonica – 1:1,2 with 3:13; 4:3; 5:23.

According to some authorities – this Thessalonian church was only six months old – young converts from heathenism of all ages and conditions; yet he is urging them on by exhortations and prayers to entire sanctification.
No time is better to seek this experience than when first love is fresh, consecration to Christ is supreme, hunger and thirst is at a peak, faith is simple and childlike. 
· The Hebrew Christians. Heb. 2:11; 7:25; 2:18; 12:10,12.
12. The last argument for the attainability of sanctification comes from the testimony of God’s own word concerning His children 

· Abel – Heb. 11:14.

·  Enoch – Heb. 11:5.

·  Moses – Numbers 12:3. Num. 16:1-5.

· Job -1:8.

· Caleb – Joshua 14:14. Num. 14:23,24;
· Isaiah - Isa.6:1.

· Sons of Levi. Mal. 3:3.

· Zechariahs and Elizabeth – Luke 1:5,6.

· Hezekiah – 2 Kings 20:1-3.

· Paul - 1 Thessalonians 2:10; Can we say that? 1 Corinth. 4:16; 11:1; Phil.3:17.

Did you know that there are five times as many texts for the support of this doctrine of sanctification as there are for the doctrine of salvation – there are ten times as many as there are for the divinity of Christ?
Anyone who goes through what we have examined so far and still does not believe in the doctrine of sanctification is asking us to hold the following absurd views:

1. That the God of choice induces imperfect men, when He might just as well induce perfect, moral, and spiritually pure men.
2. That Jesus abides in believers who are filled with warring lust, constantly sinning in thought, word and deed, when he might render their hearts clean.
3. That Jesus with all his power to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think – will not deliver us from sins but prefers to have us remain in sin.
4. That God commands us to be holy – a command which he knows we can never keep.
5. That God was a liar when he said his grace is sufficient for us.
SCRIPTURES THAT SEEM TO OPPOSE THE 

DOCTRINE OF SANCTIFICATION
1. 1Kings 8:46.

This verse cannot teach perpetual sinfulness, for in verse 48, they are supposed to repent with all their heart and soul.
2. The explanation above goes for Ecclesiastes 7:20.
3. Job 9:20 

This verse lies just as strongly against justification as against entire sanctification.  Job was here disclaiming justification by works. God’s testimony ought to be conclusive. Job 2:3.  Job himself made a clear statement about his holiness in Job 27:3-6.
4. Psalm 14: 2-3
Paul quotes this verse in Romans 3:10 as a proof of the universal depravity of the human race – it does not militate against our privilege to live holy lives.
5. Isaiah 64:6.

This verse is speaking of backslidden Jews. See the two verses before. Read to verse 12 – verse refers to Jews.
6. Proverbs 20:9
Such interrogative sentences are often intended as a form of speech to express a universal negative –Compare Proverbs 31:10 – does that mean there are no virtuous women – it means they are comparatively few – so are the men of “Pure Hearts” comparatively rare.
7. Romans 7:14-25 
This is the battle ground of theologians; some having us believe that this is the picture of Paul in his best Christian experience.
(a) If this was St. Paul’s highest and lifelong Christian experience, it contradicts all that he has declared about his life in the other epistles – 1 Thessalonians. 2:10.  
(b) It also violates the immediate context in Romans 6:12; 8:2; 7:17; while in 6:12,13: 7:18; then 8:4 while in 8:9, in 7:23 while in 6:22 and in 8:10.
In other words the 7th chapter details an entirely different experience from that described in the 6th and 8th chapters. The 6th and 8th chapters depict the ideal    Christian’s experience of righteousness and sanctification – The 7th chapter is a dark picture of servant of sin – groaning in bondage and crying out for deliverance.  Romans 8:37.
8. Phil. 3:11-15.

This is another text for preachers who appear to hug the doctrine of necessary or perpetual sinfulness. 
Notice first the verb “obtained” in verse 12 has no object. It’s logical object is “the resurrection of the dead” in verse 11 it was referring to the perfection of the resurrection state, Jesus spoke in the same way in Luke 13:32, Jesus by that remark, did not brand himself as a perpetual sinner, sinning daily in thought, word and deed – neither does Paul.

But why should Paul assert that he had not risen from the dead? Did anyone say they have risen? Yes, some perverted his words in Eph 2:6; Col. 3:1 against bodily resurrection.  2Timothy 2:15-18.
It is worthy of note that in Phil. 3:15 Paul made a claim to perfection.
9. Galatians 5:17 
Here is an excuse for sinfulness – the original reads “that ye may not” – this warfare and constant yielding is taken care of in verse 24 and in Romans 6:4.
10. 1 John 1:8 

Verse 8 puts 7 and 9 in opposition to 8 and 10 – A man whose “sins are forgiven” and who is “cleansed from all unrighteousness” does not “have a sin” as a co-existing fact. 1 John 3:9; 1 John 3:6; in the original – “If we say we have not sinned”. 
It makes sense to ask, why did John have to make a controversial statement like this?
There was a body of liars – false teachers who taught that all evil or sin belong only to the body and denied that the mind and soul could possibly sin – They concluded that no matter what they did with their bodies, it had no effect on their spirit and soul – They went into all kinds of sin.
When told to repent and be saved, they said they were not sinners – had no sin – had not sinned – that they had fellowship with God already. 1 John 1:5-8.

CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING THE BLESSING OF SANCTIFICATION
1. Conviction of want. 
When you were converted it was conviction of guilt that brought you to the Lord – Now it is the conviction of want that leads us to seek sanctification Matthew 5:3.
People who feel they are rich and increased in goods and have need in nothing and know not that they are miserable, poor, blind, and naked don’t seek this experience. Only those who see their spiritual poverty and desire a change are ever sanctified.
Those who are satisfied to be chronic spiritual weaklings, living lives that bring no honor to God will not seek after sanctification. 
You will never be sanctified till you have conviction of want. 
A precious Christian who was sanctified wrote this and I quote; 
“I was converted in my 26th year in Philadelphia; never since that time have I doubted my conversion or had a moment’s fear about acceptance with God” “But my heart was not at ease”, that I grew in knowledge I could not deny but at the end of eight years in the faith, I was forced to make the sorrowful admission that I had not even as much power over sin as when I was first converted.
In the presence of temptation, I found myself weakness itself. It was not my outward walk that caused me sorrow, but it was the sins of my heart that troubled me – coldness, deadness, want of Christian love, intellectual apprehension of truth without any corresponding moral effects, roots of bitterness, want of a meek and quiet spirit.
I resolved, I prayed, I wrestled, I strove but it was all in vain. “When I will do good, evil was present with me”. At times a new discovery of truth would seem to carry me above temptation and my heart would rejoice at the thought that now at last I had found the secret of living. But after a while, as the truth became familiar, I found to my bitter sorrow that it seemed to lose its power, and I was left as helpless as ever.
I would redouble my efforts, and go through the same weary round of conflicts and struggles again only to meet with the same bitter defeat”.

Does that sound like us?  It was this conviction of want that drove this Christian to seek and receive the experience of sanctification. 
The believer must be convicted and brought to the confession of his being in carnal state 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. 
2. The second condition of receiving the blessing is repentance for having kept the sanctifying savior out for so long, and for the results of failures in your life – and we preachers – that we preach and proclaim what we don’t have.
3. You must feel its importance
Until we feel its importance – that it is the blessing that renovates the soul and brings it into the image of Christ – we could not be sanctified.
Catherine Booth, wife of founder of Salvation Army once said – “God never gave this gift to any human soul who had not come to point that he would sell all that he had to get it”.

God won’t give it to you if you don’t thirst and hunger after it. No man ever got this blessing who thought he could get along without it.
Peter has to see his fickleness, lying, blasphemy, cowardice in order to seek God for it. John and James – the hot headed sons of thunder should have to see their passion and ambition in order to seek God for it.
Remember – no man ever got this blessing who thought he could not get along without it.
4. Believe that the promise is for you.

Unless a man believes the blessing to be attainable, he will never seek it with all his heart. Unbelief will paralyze effort and make the prayer of faith impossible.

God says the promise is unto you. Believe and strive, as for a goal actually within sight and reach.

Your faith and my faith must master two points. 
· Sanctification is for me now. 
To help your faith you must think of the power of the God who has promised to sanctify you. “All things are possible with him”. 
· Consider the fact that the atonement provides for your personal holiness.

“For this is my blood of the New Covenant shed for the remission of sin.”
5. You must thirst and hunger for it. Matthew 5:6. 
We may preach it, sing about it, but if we don’t thirst and hunger after it we won’t have it. 
But someone may say “I find myself destitute of this indispensable hunger and consequently according to the argument – holiness is not attainable to me.” That argument is not an acceptable excuse for you can command hunger and thirst.
Appetite is created by healthy condition – create healthy spiritual condition in reading; conversation, habits, friendship / association and you will find yourself wanting more of God.
D. L. Moody – used to take pride in having the largest church in Chicago – One Sunday night, two godly women came forward to greet him. He thought they were coming forward to congratulate him for his good sermon but the only thing they said was, “we are praying for you.” The next Sunday they did the same and the Sunday following too. Moody then said to them, “why don’t you pray for the people?” They replied, we are praying for you because we see the need in you to be sanctified.” He took that as a challenge, sought the Lord for the experience and was wonderfully sanctified.

.

6. Full consecration. Romans 6:13; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 
Consecration is the actual surrender to God of the whole man and all we possess.
In justification we ask for forgiveness, we surrender, repent and believe for pardon. 
In sanctification we ask for cleansing, we consecrate and trust the blood to cleanse us.
When we consecrate, we are recognizing God’s ownership of us and we willingly surrender our self to him. It is a definite transaction – made once and for all – just like marriage – you give total self to the Lord. 
Consecration does not mean the giving up of our sins, vices, depraved appetites – it is the giving up of yourself. When you do that, everything in you and about you is given over. Then God fills you up.
7. Pray for the experience – Colossians 4:12. 
As you go to God for the blessing, say four things to yourself:
(1) I must be sanctified now.

For God commands it, my soul needs it, Christ will do it, I cannot live without it.
(2) I may be sanctified now.

God does not say you must live holy without saying you may – God does not give a “must” without saying a “may”. God has promised and Christ has purchased it.
(3) I would be filled (sanctified).

 My heart longs for it – I give up everything, self, sin, will and human confidence.
(4) I shall be sanctified.

God has promised it to me. I confess my carnality, sinfulness, sin. I trust God for it. He will not fail me.

Effects and Results Of Sanctification.
The question arises, “Is sanctification worth having?” We have seen that it requires some trouble to the old man of our heart. It requires self-humiliation, surrender, giving up of idols, submission of the will, a going apart from the world, a consecration of everything to God and a death to the world.

It is crucifixion of self – crucifixions are never pleasant, is it therefore worth all the trouble? Is it worth all the costs, to be sanctified?
Let us therefore examine some of the results of being sanctified.
1. Love of God is shed abroad in our hearts as a mighty reality.

All Christians have a dim belief that God loves them, but with many it is scarcely more than a trembling hope that hardly amounts to confidence. Sanctification makes God’s love a blessed reality to the soul. At sanctification – God’s love is shed abroad in our hearts – Romans 5:5. We know and know and know that he loves us and that we love him.
2. Sanctification brings a fuller persuasion of the soul. Isaiah 32:15-17.
“Effect of righteousness is assurance – there is no more saying, “I guess I am a Christian” or “I hope I am a Christian” – no more doubts.
3. Sanctification brings peace.

”The work of righteousness shall be peace.” Isaiah 32:17. 
O, the lack of this peace – this holy calm, in average Christian’s hearts so many lives are helpless victims of all the unnecessary circumstances of life – They fume and fret at every discomfort and annoyance and disappointment.
Sanctification saves us from irritability of temper and disposition. Regeneration saves us from giving to it in speech and act but does not eliminate the dark, disturbing spirit of the heart. Isaiah 48:18.
God brings real peace at sanctification – You are free and free indeed – you know what takes your peace from you – coming home tired and hungry; noisy children, delayed meal, cloudy, rainy or snowy day. All these are easy victory for one who is sanctified – he is still sweet, calm, and gentle in the midst of annoyances. 
Paul had it. See 1 Corinthians 4:12-13; Phil. 4:7
4. The sanctified possess a peculiar, special self control that is totally foreign to those not sanctified.

This kind of self control cannot be affected by any sickness, disease or pain. 
A good example could be the utterances of a woman while in intense labor.

When Christians were being killed, many who saw the calmness with which they received the torture got convicted and came into the kingdom of God. It got so many people into the kingdom that the Roman emperors were forced to cancel public execution of the saints. It was said of those Christians, “they had rule over their spirits”. 
Sanctification can and will subdue any temper, appetite and passion into calmness, sobriety, peace and love.
5. Another effect of sanctification is that it produces a remarkable sensitiveness of conscience that was before wholly unknown. 
Things that you once indulged in, so much as questioning them suddenly become distasteful.

Sanctification makes you to cheerfully surrender the long list of doubtful things and to abstain from all appearance of evil. Things of speech and habit that once seemed to have no moral being whatever suddenly put on an unsuspected importance. There is quickened detection of the presence of the adversary in things that wear such a harmless guise. 
You become strangely aware of the approach of danger, where formerly danger was the last thing you thought of. What you have done unquestionably for years become impossible to do after you are sanctified.
6. Sanctification imparts to the soul a holy courage not naturally its own, 
Peter was a miserable craven before the maid servant, but he was bold as a lion in Acts of the Apostles. You no longer fear the face of man. Proverb 28:1
7. Sanctification takes away the restless ambition; that unseemly desire for place, power and fame.

The drastic change we find in the disciples in the book of Acts show what the sanctification experience can turn a person into. 

Sanctification had quenched the un-Christ-like ambition – fever for place and prominence was taken out – the desire was no more to sit on right hand of power but to be where many sat – at the feet of Jesus. 
8. It leads to growth in grace.

It will make growth in grace as natural as the physical growth of a child.
You do not grow into holiness, but you grow wonderfully after you receive it. You cannot grow into it. Why? Growth is the gradual development of nature as it is – In Genesis – “everything after his kind” after six thousand years – an orange tree does not grow into becoming apple – no exception to that law has been found.

Growth has regard to increase in proportions, but cannot change the quality of any substance.

Another law is that which gives precedence to the first occupant – Wheat is never sown in the forest for the purpose of removing and uprooting the giant oaks. Sin that dwells in us – the carnal mind, depravity is indigenous to the human soul – it has primary possession of the soul – you cannot grow sin out of its native soil – it remains there. You may weed your backyard and plant flower seeds – flower grows – but after a while – some weeds appear also – it was in the ground first – you have to uproot them – the flowers cannot grow out the weeds – they must be pulled out.
How To Keep The Blessing.
1 Thessalonians 5:23,24; Numbers 6:24; 1 Samuel 2:9; Psalm 91:11; Psalm 121:3; Isaiah 26:3,4; John 17:11; 1Peter 1:5; Jude  1:24.
These scriptures clearly prove that God undertakes to keep his sanctified ones and is abundantly able to keep them without even stumbling. 
1. Hold on to faith and do not depend upon feeling.

After you are sanctified you are sometimes overwhelmed with emotion – such feeling is not permanent. When it departs, Satan will be on hand to say your experience is gone. The state of purity does not depend on feelings, tell Satan that feeling or no feeling you are still under the blood that cleanseth from all sin.
2. Testify to the grace received – Psalm 126:1-3. 
Show gratitude for new mercies received – It has a way of keeping you.
3. Beware of spiritual pride.

Sanctification will make a remarkable difference in your life which you and others can see. Give all glory to Jesus. Be careful about making comparisons between yourself and others.
4. Have a consistent devotional life.
5. Abstain from doubtful things.

Keep a sharp look out for the “no harm” things. Keep well out of the sphere of temptation.
6. Do not be discouraged by temptations.

 Jesus was tempted but he did not sin – all discouragement is of the devil – Temptation is not sin unless it is accompanied with the consent of your will. 

We must learn to discriminate between Satan’s suggestions and our choices and declare – I do not accept, I do not consent, I am not responsible I will not sin, I reckon myself still dead indeed to sin and alive unto God.

An incident took place in the early church that is worthy of note here. 
An exceedingly beautiful and holy maiden of Antioch became the object of the sinful passion of a heathen nobleman. Unable to win her affections he employed a magician to throw over her a fatal spell and win her in the toils of his snare. But the magician himself became enamored of the fair girl and sold himself to the devil on condition that he should give him power to captivate her with unholy passion. So he began to apply his arts and throw over her mind the fascinating spell of his own imaginations. Suddenly the poor girl found herself like a charmed bird, possessed by feelings and apparently by passions to which she had always been a stranger. Her pure heart was horrified by constant visions from which her whole being recoiled, and yet it seemed as if she must herself be polluted and degraded, and she began to lose hope and stand on the verge of despair. In this state of mind she went to her bishop, and he discerned instantly her trouble, and pointed out to her that these influences and feelings were not from her own heart at all, but spells from the will of another, and that their only power consisted in her fears and her recognition of them as her own; if in the name of the Lord she would refuse to acknowledge them as her own their power would be wholly broken. Unutterably comforted she returned home and set her face in the strength of Christ against these allurements of evil, and immediately she found them broken. The magician himself became conscious that his power was ended, and confessed his sin, asked her forgiveness and prayers, and yielded himself to God.
Temptation is not sin – some of those dreams are demonic strategies to set your mind up for Satan’s plan. 
7. Watch.

We are surrounded by unseen foes powerful spiritual enemies – Mark 13:37. 
“What I say unto you I say all – watch” – 
Words, 
Actions,
Thought,
Company, 
Habit.
Watch eye, ear gates, Eve fell at these two gates. David fell at eye gate – watch. 
8. Keep guard over your speech Matthew 12:37. 
Ask God to set a watch at the door of your lips. Don’t talk too much lest you talk all your religion away. Avoid telling all the anti-holiness news you hear. Let the devil circulate his own papers.
9. Guide your thoughts.

Keep the mind full of thoughts of God and holy things 
for “as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

.

10. Associate with holiness people 
Evil communication corrupts good manners.
11. Read holiness literatures.
12. Live moment by moment.

Dedicate each moment to God, Acquire the habit of living by the minute. You can live this minute without sin and so can you the rest. Days are made up of minutes, if each one is sinless – the day will be and God can keep us in this experience if we want to be kept.
……For additional reading on the subject of Sanctification, the reader is admonished to get hold of A. M. Hills’ book: HOLINESS AND POWER from which much of the material in this manual has been extracted.
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